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THE WEAK LINK
IN THE GHAIN

In mining operntions, with muny
mining. . companies, thers s u wenk
link in the chuin, somewhere, The
company, in the muusgement of Ity
property, muay think that it is pur.
waing the proper course, bat, 1n
muny instunces, its oureer s suddonly
cheoked becnuse of some oversight
or neglect: hecuuse of 0 mis calenln-
tion; or fullure to reslize wnotunl
sondition s, nod this Ix especinlly the
ouve when it comes to mill bailding
und the process to he employed in
ore reduction,

Prior to this period  in mining
operutions, success  hus  generally
tonded the efforts of the compuny, or
ul Jenst puch was thought to be the
cnse: but when It osme to mill
copstraction, it was here that the
munugemont fulls down, and tuilures
of this charscter have often diiven
miulug compunles into bankruptoy,

lostunces  wre common o thie
westorn country  where thousands of
dollars  huve been expended in mill
constraction wud squipment, and to
no purpose sid st slinost & dend Toss,
s it bax beon tound, when the plant
went loto wetusl  commission, the
proovess employed was not sdupted to
the ore to be tiented,  Such experd
snee shows thet there s n ‘wenk
link'' in  the
hud blundered somewhere, and that
no  wmatter how complete the plant,
how expensive its muchinery,the mill
is u fuilure. Another costly blunder,
snother “‘wesnk Hok'' in the chaln,
fs the Luildiog of reduction works
when there s not enough ore in
sight lun the mine
operatiow for s year or mere after its
completion, sod monunments to such
folly are to be found o almost every
minipg camp in this  intermonntain
country,

Oue resson why such mistakes wre
of suoh  common ovceurrsnce s the
fuct that it is casier to ralse money
for mill bmilding than it s for
almost every other feature or pur
pouss connected with the mining o
dustey, ws  the ordioary man  of
menns, o looking for sufe jnvest
mients nuturully thinks that iff & mill
i in projection, the proprety for

which it s intended mad, of necess. |

ity, be wmply wble to sapply  the
plunt with ore when it s rendy to be
put into commission,

fullure 10 mining
enn be traced to wmtll buildiog than
to wlhmost  wny  other onnse, In the

More ocuses of

mmpority
ployed s not adapted  to the ore,
wind vet it is hardly ever the case that
womdd b phanned wod anstalled antil
testse hinve been
the best process  ta be employed
in oore reduction Nome times ex
bBanstive experiments are  made, nod
yeb it s often the case that  the pro
cess  dectded upon has proven  io-
wdoquute  wnd  w positive  tuillure
when the mill is given a trinl ron,
the consequence boing that the plant
wast be closed down, or ulterations

chnin;: that HOmMBODS |

to keap |t inl

mnde to determine

mnde in itg design and the method
employed in recovering the valnes,
"that will cost almost ne much sgaib
' s the amonnt employed in the in-
stullation of the original plant,

It is these ‘‘wenk links'' in the
chuin that are productive of so muny
failures In mining. This condition
existed in the early history of mining
in the west. The situation is not
chunged toduy: and fifty

prizses becnase of fallure
construction and vperation,

ARRESTED FOR SELLING
ONE PROPERTY TWICE

Fdward Lee Abrams,
to be n minlng

on a charge of wselling to A man
mamed  George F. Sanborn  ldaho
mining property  which he  had sold
to other men. Miniog wmen  in
Spokane seem to know of no such
person,.  I'he ehumber of commeree
yeur or more ago had a letter lnguir-
Cing nbout Mr, Abrams, bat Secretury
Monroe was able to learn nothing of
him ut that time,

Kdward L. Abrams is given in
Spokane directories us a resident of
the eity from 18K to 180G,  He was
given st one time ns president of the

Island  Manufuoturing compuny,
whioch made shingles on Havermale
island.

The nrrest wus made by detectives
while Mr. Abrams was walking with
his wife, Mr. Sunvorn, st whuse
Custigtion the wnrrest wus made, is
snid to be president of the Palace
Giold & Copper compuny, of Butfalo,
e oluims, acoording to the Buffalo
Nows, thut Abrems cume to him w»
yeur ugo, nud said he had some mines
in Idaho he wanted to sell. Sanborn
promissd to buy if they were good
and gave Abrams 8100 to clineh the
burguin,

Abrame, as purt of the agreement,
wus Lo work the property. He Jeft
Buffalo, presumably for Idebo. A
woek Inter, Sanborn received letters
from ldaho telling of the flne pros-
pects of the mines, and asking him to
raise more money., It is alleged
Abrams was in Mickigan at the time
these letters were coming from ldaho.
Sanborn became suplcions and sent »
man to the mining property in Idaho
to ionvestigute  Then it was dis
coversd, he says, thut the property
hud been desded to two other men,
{ Abrsms  remusined  away  from
‘ Butfalo until » few days ago, when
he returned,  He will huve 8 heuring

‘m police court, - Npokesmun Review,
|

| At the Oid Buffalo.

of cuses the process  em |

N, Herkeley, muanager of the
{Battnlo, 1o the Granite distriet,
[enme in toduy  from the property,
where he has besn lookiug after the
idevelopment work,  He is employing
{w good foree driving for the mwin
ledge. The crossout is now in 700
feot and Mr. Herkeley expects to
rench the vein within the vext fifty
feet. The crosscut will give » depth

of over 400 feet,
.
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SOME OBSOLETE
CORPORATIONS

The name of &« mining company is

yeure | distinctively » part of the company
from now many instances will be cited | 4ud it in just
of the sbandonment of mining enter- | farms of the charter.
in mill :..,,

s essentinl as the
There in just
much difference between the
[Golden Gate Mining company and
'}theliultlru Ginte Mining & Milling
‘compuny us there is  between the
Rat Hole Copper Miniog company
compuuy and the Carpet Sweeper
company. Moreover,

| two companies of exactly the same

who claims | pame may  be
man of Spokune, has | the luws of different states to operate
been nrrested in Buaiflo, New York, {In the snme district, but they do not

incorporated under

necessarily bear any relation to each
other,

It seems anlmost like a reflection
upon the intelligence of the reader
to make this aesertion, hat it is fre.
quently necessury to make this ex.
planation to some stockholders of
mining compunies that we repeat it
editorially. This carelessness  in
identitiention of mining companies is
one of the signs by which the mental
attitude of many iuvestors may be
judged, for if a stockholder doe. not
realize the corporate identity of his

compuny, there is grave danger of
his losing out on othes more im
portant purticulars,

R. M. Smythe, in his interesting
and vauluable work upon "‘Obrolete
American  Securities and Corpora-
tions, '’ ealls uttention to the large
pnumber of duplicate names nsed by
mining companies, and he gives a
list of very much over-worked titles
which he suys he has collected from
mining directories., He says he has
found thirty Eureka Minping com-
panies, twenty-five Bonsnza Miniog
companies, ! twenty two  Mammoth
Mining compavies and many other
titles which bave been used as many
as fiftesn or twenty times. In com-
menting uvpon  this matter Mr,
Smythe vays:

““While the owuer of u certificate
of stook in some old company may
believe that this was the only cor
poration of that name, the following
(list) will indieate the importance of
giving the location of the property,
the date of the certifiente and all
other details at hand, when askiog
for information abonut any old  se.
curity.  This 18 especinlly important
in the case of old mining stocks, ns
soIe  names appesr about as  fre-
guently ns John Smith io the direc?
tory and are appiled to companies
formed in almost every state in the
Union, Some have pever been s
vepted by more than one copuny in
the sume =tate.  The power or im-
agination is generally well develojed
in mining  prowoters, but it seems
to become exbausted when enlled up-
on to devise a name for their prop
erty."’

It sometimes happens that the
pames of well kpown mines wre se
lecxted for new companies, perbups
for the mystical value which such a
title wuy be supposed to oarry, or
possibly for the influence it muy

have upon the investor, Nome pro-
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moters  doubtless argne that, if
nothing succeeds like sguccess, the

same thing may be true of the name
of success,

Mr. Smythe's bLook, by the way,
possesses  special  valune because it
ocenples a tleld by itself. Out of the
25,000 names of obsolete securities
und corporations which he gives, it is
noteworthy that less than fifteen per
cent represent mining propositions,
The list containe a great many
bapking ipetitatione., For example,
more than 400 First National banks
are mentioned as defupet. The com-
piler ndmits that there is a more or
less luerative busipese carried on iu
securities which would be worthless
in the hands of anyone else but =
dealer who knows the tricks of get-
ting rid of them. 'The safest way for
ab investor to protect himself againet
offerings of obsolete secaritties is to
investignte for himeelf. The Ilaw
will not always safeagard him, —
Daily Miniug Record.

10 DEVELOP THE
MOUNTAIN LION

James Duckworth left today to
tuke charge of the deveopment work
ut the Mouutian Lioun, at the head of
Little Cracker Creek, owned maluly
by Ed Heuser. Mr. Duckworth has
luid in supplies and will have entire
management of operations,

The property I8 on the same ledge
as the Buckeye and tireat American
claime, on which such phenomennlly
high free gold values have been dis-
covered. It adjoine the Great Amer-
fcan and is between this and the As-
torin gronp, the latter of which Mr.
Hauser is aleo interested in,

Sold Little Salmon Group.

Audy Larsen, of Greenhorn, is in
town today. Mr. Larsen  and his
partper, Mr.Smith recently sold the
Little Salmon group, in the Greeun-
bhorn distriet, to Ohio capitalists.
The smount for which the property
was sold is not being g'ven out, It
is understood that the new people
will sutrt work right away,

High Grade Ore.

A recent test of twenty-tive poundes
of Gold Bug ore made at the smelter
showed #54 to the ton., The con-
centrates, A8 to 1, weut #20640. The
sumples were selected aut random,
aud even the best ones which were
brought in were bheld out by Man-
ager Van Vieet for specimens,

To Visit Properties.

J, W, MeMullen, of Uraig,
Nebiaskna, arrvived this morping to
look after Stapdard and Stices Guleb
interests, Mr. MeMullen has hold
iugs o both these properties, and
will remuin in the distiiet several
duys visiting thewm.

Jackson Brothers.

Fresh tish, erabs, oysters, sprivg
¢chickens at the Juckson meat mar-
ket. Also a full line of all kinds of
meunts., Hest in town.
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